4.0 Environmental Consequences

4.16 UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE EFFECTS

This section of the EIS summarizes the unavoidable adverse environmental effects that would result
from the development of the project alternatives. This summary is based on the environmental
analysis provided in Section 4 of this EIS.

4.16.1 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Significant impacts to the topography of the La Center Interchange Site would result from
development of Alternative D as key topographic features of the site would be substantially altered or
eliminated by cutting and filling for building pads and parking areas.

Due to the necessity for substantial grading to provide adequate drainage to the casino-resort complex
and Tribal facilities proposed under Alternative E, significant impacts to topography would result
under this alternative on the Ridgefield Interchange Site.

4.16.2 WATER RESOURCES

If wastewater discharge is not diverted to a publicly owned treatment facility (POTW) for
Alternatives A, B, and C, while the quality of the discharge would meet all applicable standards, the
discharge would change the hydraulic character of the Type 5 unnamed stream on-site from a
seasonal stream to a perennial stream by increasing flow-rates year round. As discussed in Section
4.5, Biology, and Section 5.0, mitigation measures are recommended that would ensure impacts
remain less than significant.

If wastewater is diverted to a POTW, the loss of the ability to utilize reclaimed water would increase
project water use for Alternatives A, B, and C. This would not be a significant impact because Clark
Public Utilities has the capacity to supply water to the proposed project.

4.16.3 AIR QUALITY

Emissions from Alternatives A, B, C, D, and E are considered to be from “indirect” sources; that is a
facility or building that attracts motor vehicle traffic and, indirectly, causes pollution. Total emissions
from these “indirect” sources would exceed conformity thresholds of 100 tons per year for VOC,
NOx, and CO (Section 4.4, Table 4.4-5). Although conformity thresholds are not applicable they are
utilized as significance standards. Alternatives A, B, C, D, and E would also be significant trip
generators and, therefore, operational vehicular emissions from these alternatives would be
significant. These operational emissions can be mitigated through implementation of measures
described in Section 5.2.3. After mitigation the impact from “indirect” emissions would still exceed
conformity thresholds and therefore still have a significant adverse effect. However, the “indirect”
emissions, which are responsible for the exceedance of the conformity standards, are mainly emitted
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from outside the immediate project area and therefore an analysis of the project region was performed
to better understand the true regional significance to air quality. Section 4.4, Table 4.4-5 shows, in
parentheses, the percentage of project emissions that would occur due to implementation of the
Proposed Project to the regional emissions inventory. In Alternative A and B CO emissions would
only comprise 0.6% of the total regional emissions, while NOx shows only 0.4%, and VOCs 0.3%.
Using the criteria of the general conformity regulations, if an area has equal or greater than 10% of
the regions emissions inventory the project is considered to have a significant impact. As shown
above the percentage of regional emissions that the Proposed Project will emit is far less than 10%.
Thus, since the “indirect” emissions will be emitted outside the project area, from a regional
standpoint the project emissions would be considered less than significant.

4.16.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Permanent features associated with the facilities under Alternatives A, B, C, D, and E, such as night
lighting, have the potential to impact migratory bird species. Certain lighting types, including
pulsating and strobe lights, could potentially attract birds that could be injured or killed upon impact.
Downcast lighting would be installed to minimize the attraction of birds. However, there would be
residual unmitigable impacts to wildlife associated with nighttime lighting as any type of artificial
light can cause spatial disorientation in birds by creating a false horizon. This may cause them to fly
toward backlit windows in an effort to correct their flight resulting in serious injury or death. With
careful project design and incorporation of mitigation measures recommended in Section 5.0, this
impact would be less than significant.

4.16.5 CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES

No unavoidable adverse effects have been identified for cultural and paleontological resources.

4.16.6 SOCIOECONOMICS CONDITIONS

Substitution effects are expected to divert some small portion of the area’s disposable income to the
proposed facility, while increased employment opportunities would result in an increased demand for
goods and services and a resulting increase in the service economy. It is expected that even with the
implementation of a cooperative marketing program, substitution effects would result in the existing
card rooms in La Center losing market share under Alternatives A, B, C, and E. The loss of income
to existing establishments through the substitution effect is not a significant socioeconomic impact to
the region. The City of La Center may be expected to lose up to 66% of their revenue derived from
card room taxes and fees. Although contributions to the City’s General Fund would not be affected,
this reduction in revenue would result in less allocation to the City’s fund used for capital
improvement projects. Mitigation for replacement of lost revenue for at least 10 years is included in
Section 5.0. It should be noted that alternate funding for capital improvement projects are available
through federal and state grants, local bond measures, and/or increases in retail tax, permit fees,
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property tax or development fees. Thus, it is assumed that during the 10-year period of payments the
City could arrange for alternative funding mechanisms similar to surrounding jurisdictions.
Therefore, because the loss of these funds will not prevent the City from continuing governmental
functions and providing public services, this is not considered a significant effect. Additionally, the
Tribe has offered to enter into an agreement with La Center to address the replacement of taxes and
fees, and to provide for funding of capital facilities projects and certain transportation improvements.
The agreement would also provide for payment for services provided by the City of La Center and
could also address a joint marketing program with the City and the existing card rooms. At this time,
an agreement between the City of La Center and the Tribe has not been reached.

4.16.7 TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

While implementation of shuttle bus service may be expected to result in reduced transportation
impacts to 1-5 and 1-205 segments on events nights, three segments may still experience reduced
levels of service. It should be noted that the improvements currently proposed for 1-205 between SR-
500 and the Glenn Jackson Bridge and the under the Columbia River Crossing DEIS should
independently ameliorate these impacts. No other unavoidable adverse effects have been identified
for transportation and circulation.

4.16.8 LAND USE

No unavoidable adverse effects have been identified for land use.

4.16.9 PuUBLIC SERVICES

No unavoidable adverse effects have been identified for public services.

4.16.10 NOISE

No unavoidable adverse effects have been identified relating to noise.

4.16.11 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

No unavoidable adverse effects have been identified relating to hazardous materials.

4.16.12 AESTHETICS

The use of glass panels and reflective detailing for Alternatives A, B, C, D, and E could increase off-
site glare and result in unmitigable glare impacts to travelers on Interstate 5 (1-5) and/or to local
residents.

May 2008 4.16-3 Cowlitz Indian Tribe Trust Acquisition and Casino Project
Final Environmental Impact Statement




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


